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We have been informed your child was committed to China Spring Youth Camp. In an effort to facilitate the intake process, 

we are requesting the following documents be completed and given to your child's probation officer prior to his/her arrival. 

We understand this may be the first time your child will be away from home for an extended period of time. Because of this, 
we understand you may have concerns about what we do at China Spring. Before asking for detailed information about your 
child, let us take a minute to explain what the China Spring program is about and what you and your child can expect. 

China Spring Youth Camp is a progress based program where the youth's behavior and adherence to the rules will determine 
the length of time in the program. We are dedicated to helping mid-level offenders between the ages of 12 and 18 develop 
skills, knowledge and experience to promote health and resiliency, stop the progression of problems caused by delinquent 
behavior, interpret, and avoid high-risk behavior patterns in an emotionally safe, comforting, challenging and nurturing 
environment. 

We have no bars on the windows or locks on the doors. We do have alarms and security policies, but our philosophy is one 
of honor, trust and accountability. We are dedicated to helping your child define whom they are and what they will do when 
released. We provide structure and programs to help your child become a productive member of your family and 
community. 

The staff is available to assist you and your child. The Case Manager is the person who is responsible for your child's 
coordination of treatment and your child will be assigned a Case Manager upon arrival. The Case Manager is the staff with 

whom you will have the most contact. Your child is expected to follow the China Spring's rules which will help them progress 
through the program. Please note that this program focuses on progress rather than a set time frame. Active parent 
engagement is vital to your child's success, and we are committed to involving you throughout their time in Camp. Together 
we can create a supportive environment that fosters growth and development. 

The following is a list of services and programing provided by the camp: 

Medical Services 
Your child will receive medical, vision, and dental care deemed to be in his/her best interest and directed by our facility 
nurse and/or doctor. You may be billed for services from medical entities who provide service to your child. If, at any time, 
your child feels ill, s/he should notify a staff member. They wi11 immediately help your child with minor problems and 
initiate a referral to the facility nurse. The youth can also initiate a nurse request at any time during their time at China 
Spring Youth Camp. The facility nurse handles minor medical requests twice weekly. In the event your child needs more 
serious attention, we will refer him/her to the facility's doctor. In all cases, when a referral is made to a medical doctor, 
you will be notified and will be asked to provide transportation to a medical doctor of your choosing. We will also use the 
best qualifying facility for your child's dental and vision needs, this will vary depending on your child's specific situation. If it 
is an emergency, or you are not physically able to transport your child to a physician of your choosing, the facility may 
provide transportation. For this reason, the attached medical information sheet must be filled out in its entirety. Please 
be informed that the facility will provide the insurance information to the service provider. Any costs not covered by 

insurance will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian. All prescriptions will be filled at the Walmart Pharmacy. The 
parent will be relied on to help with medical, dental and vision transports when your child is in the Transition Stage of the 
program. As they transition back to your care, so will their medical needs. It will be your responsibility to provide any 
needed OTCs on their home visit passes during the last stage of the program. If your child is on a prescription medication 
that requires monthly management by a professional, your child will be seen by our contracted personnel. You can be 
phoned into these visits if you would like to be involved. Any proposed changes to medications will require your written 
consent. 



Medical Costs 
Please remember that the parent or guardian will be responsible for the costs associated with treatment and services 
for any health condition that existed before the child's placement at China Spring Youth Camp, regardless of whether 
your insurance covers the services during your child's stay at Camp. Depending on the circumstances, other medical 
costs may also be billed to the parent or guardian. When possible, Camp will work with you to establish your child as 
a patient with new providers and to schedule appointments. You will typically be billed directly by the provider. 

Educational Program 

Your child will be required to participate in an educational program as part of his/her individual treatment plan. 
The educational program is operated by the Douglas County School District through Jacobsen High School. Credits 
your child earns will be transferable to the school s/he attends after leaving the facility. The Jacobsen High School 
staff with input from your child's Case Manager will develop educational goals. Your child will be taking a 
placement test upon his/her arrival into the facility. This test along with a review of your child's past school 
history, the completion of a personal interview with your child, your input, and your child's input will be used 
to formulate the most appropriate educational plan. 

Wilderness Program 
A wilderness program fosters personal growth through outdoor adventures, teamwork, skill building, promoting 
resilience, self-discovery, and connection with nature. Your child may be involved with the wilderness program. 
The Wilderness Program includes activities such as hiking, swimming, camping, fishing, rafting, trail construction, 
snow shoeing, and cross-country skiing. 

Youth Development System 
The basic program of the facility, called the Youth Development System, is based upon psychosocial principles of 
adolescent growth. The Youth Development System is designed to help your child learn, grow, and experience 
progress while also providing a system of rewards and incentives for behavior we want to reinforce. As such, the 
Youth Development System is directed at achieving positive changes in your child's attitudes, values, thinking 
processes, as wen as behavior. 

The China Spring Youth Camp utilizes a system for tracking your child's progress throughout the Youth 
Development System program, which is divided into three stages. The stages are designed to provide 
structure, guidance, support and feedback concerning your child's behavior and progress in the program. It 
is designed to grant increased responsibilities and privileges, maintain motivation and increase self-esteem as 
your child progresses through the program and toward his/her eventual return to the community. 

Orientation Stage 
The orientation stage refers to the initial phase where your child will acclimate to China Spring's environment. 
During this time, they adapt to new routines, build relationships with staff, and learn camp rules/expectations. This 
stage is crucial for establishing a sense of safety, belonging, and setting the foundation for personal 
growth/development throughout the program. It is expected that your child will remain in Orientation Stage 
approximately 30 to 45 days. 

It is important to note while your child is in Orientation Stage you will not have any phone contact or visits until s/he 
has been here for 30 days or promoted to the next level whichever comes first. However, your child is encouraged 
to write letters to family and can receive letters as early as his/her first day in the facility. Additionally, on the day 
your child arrives to Camp, you will receive a phone call from their assigned case manager and your child informing 
of arrival and will have the opportunity to ask any questions about the program. 
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